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ACTION SCS-03 

INFO OCT-01 AF-05 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 INR-10 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 

SY-10 JUSE-00 H-03 /036 W 

009001 

R 161400Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5704 

CONFIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 1429 

E. O. 11652: DECON 160CT74 
TAGS: CASC, MA, US 
SUBJ: WAV REPPAS 

REF: TANANARIVE 1372 

FOR: SCS 

1. CONSOFF VISITED REPPAS IN PRISON OCT 16. REPPAS APPEARED IN 
UNUSUALLY GOOD SPIRITS. APPARENTLY BUOYED BY VISIT OF LAWYER 
RAVONY OCT 15. LAWYER HAD ANNOUNCED NUMBER OF STEPS WHICH HE 
HAS TAKEN OR WILL BE TAKING SOON. HEARINGS BEFORE EXAMINING 
MAGISTRATE HAD FINALLY ENDED ACCORDING TO RAVONY, AND HE PLA 
NNED IMMEDIATELY TO FILE AGAIN FOR "LTBERTF. PROVISOIRE" AND 
"LIBERTE NON LIEU". NEITHER OF THESE STEPS WOULD BE SUCCESS- 
FUL, RAVONY TOLD REPPAS AFTER DISCUSSING MATTER WITH EXAMIN- 
ING MAGISTRATE. THEY WOULD, HOWEVER, STALL SETTING ANY POSS- 
IBLE TRIAL DATE UNTIL AFTER ELECTIONS OCT 21. AFTER ELECTIONS, 
RAVONY FEELS THERE WOULD BE "RIGHT ATMOSPHERE" TO MOVE TRIAL 
TO MONRANDAVA, POLITICAL POWER BASE OF REPPAS' FRIEND AND POL- 
ITICAL FIGURE ANDRE RESAMPA. REPPAS STATED RAVONY ALLEGED EX- 
AMINING MAGISTRATE FELT THAT A FAIR NON-POLITICAL TRIAL IN 
TANANARIVE WAS IMPOSSIBLE. POLITICAL PRESSURES, MAGISTRATE REP- 
ORTEDLY SAID, HAD ALREADY INTERFERED WITH HIS ISSUING FINAL 
DECISION. ONLY LEGAL STEP REPPAS KNEW TO BE SCHEDULED WAS A 
HEARING CONCERNING CIVIL CARE OCT 18. THIS ALSO RAVONY PLAN- 
NED TO BLOCK. 
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2. COMMENTS: MUCH OF ABOVE CONFLICTS WITH INFOMATION RECEIVED 
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FROM MFA DIRECTOR EARLIER THIS MONTH (REFTEL PARA 3). RAVONY 
IS KNOWN TO EMBASSY AS SHREWD LAWYER, AND, ALTHOUGH ABOVE MEN- 
TIONED TACTICS SEEM AWKWARD, THEY CERTAINLY ARE POSSIBLE. IT 
SHOULD ALSO BE KEPT IN MIND THAT REPPAS HAS NOT ALWAYS REPO- 
RTED LAWYER'S PLANS ACCURATELY. 

MATHERON 
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